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Dear Parishioners,
May the peace of the risen Lord Jesus diwellin your ieart and your home!

After Mass on Easter, my famify would go to my grandimother's fouse in the “old neighborfiood” of Melrose
Park.. As the adults talked in the kitchen, the children would sit in the parlor. When we finally fiad enough of
fieing good, we would go outside and tafe a walk around, even going as fur as the block where we used to five.
As we passed, we would go to my godmother's fiouse and visit with her for awrhile, then on to the other old
Jamiliar stes. Over the years, we had new clothes, rew toys, new storics, but we abways carried in our fiearts
the home and neighborhood wiere we were born and baptized. For many of us, Saint Stepher is the *old
neigfborhood.” This s the parish where so many of our children. grew up and learned to love the Lord.
Although some fiave moved away, so many of our peaple come back to the “old neighborhiood” because this is
where our faith lives began.

As we begin Holy Week on Pafm Sunday (March 16"), we return to our beginnings in Christ. We re-tell
the “old storics” when we learned the truth of God's profound fove for us. We re-visit Christ's passionate (ove
for us, expressed so beautifully in the Gospe(s of Pafm Sunday, Hofy Thursday, and Good Frifay. Our Easter
Vigil on Holy Saturday (March 22) brings to life all the important moments when God's (ove conquered
darkness, sin, and even death. Because our faith means so much to us, most of us are especially generous during
Holy Week and Easter. I want to remind you that our Holy Week collections include gifts we make for the
{arger Church as well. On Holy Thursday, our collection is for the AIDS Pastoral Care Network which felps
the Church in Chicago to minister to those with HIV and AIDS. Our Good Friday collection goes to support
the churches of the Holy Land wihose people suffer from the political instafifity and terrorism on al sides.
Finally, your generous Easter gift will support the ministries of our own parish as we continue to proclaim.
Christ in. the “ofd neigfiborhood.” 1 thank you in advance for your generosity to all wio wortk to bring the fiope
of Christ to the world.

1 look forward to seeing you at our many Holy Week celebrations and rejoicing with you once more!

Rejoice in the risen Lord,

Fotho Nk
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